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POOR AIR QUALITY 
AFFECTS THE AREA
The Aldwych and the Strand 
have a record of poor air quality, 
which has adverse health effects.  
Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is a key 
pollutant and is produced by 
many motor vehicles. Existing 
traffic is therefore a major 
contributory factor to the area’s 
poor air quality, which adds to 
the unsatisfactory experience 
and reduces the time people 
want to spend there.

This image shows the results of 
an air quality model based on 
traffic modelling of conditions in 
autumn 2017.

POOR PUBLIC REALM
The Strand Aldwych area is home to world renowned institutions and venues that enhance London. However, the current conditions 
around the gyratory make it difficult for people to get around and does not encourage them to spend time in the area. 

The Strand Aldwych project has been developed from earlier work, including the Northbank BID’s strategy A Vision for Aldwych. This has formed the basis of the work taken forward by Westminster City Council. In the development of the vision, the traffic analysis (also commissioned by Northbank BID) and the 
project work led by the Council, key challenges in the area were identified. Alleviation of these issues is at the heart of the concept development for Strand Aldwych and forms the basis of the project objectives. For more detail on the beginning of Strand Aldwych, go to strandaldwych.org/#projectbegins

Traffic weaving across carriageway

Pedestrian, cycle and motor vehicle pinch point  
(with associated collisions)

Footway gets congested during busy times for the 
local theatres

No pedestrian crossing facility across Aldwych

Street furniture creates pinch points for pedestrians

Pedestrians have to wait on island in the middle  
of the carriageway

High vehicle speeds when roads are less busy

No pedestrian crossing across Aldwych

Complicated crossing. Pedestrians forced  
to wait on island in the middle of the carriageway

No formal cycling facilities anywhere around  
the gyratory

Traffic merging and weaving

Pedestrians have to wait on island in the middle  
of the carriageway. High volumes of people use  
this crossing

Narrow footway with lots of pedestrians  
and bus stop activity
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Drury Lane

Catherine Street

Wellington Street

Fleet Street

Arundel Street

Surrey Street

Strand Underpass

From Waterloo Bridge

The River Terrace

Temple Roof Garden

Victoria Embankment Gardens

CURRENT CHALLENGES

Cycle- gan khoon lay - noun project 

pedestrian (single)- Alex Podolsky- noun project- 

Pedestrians (two)-  Public Domain- noun project
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National 
Portrait 
Gallery

Trafalgar Square

Seven Dials

Bloomsbury Square 
Gardens

Red Lion Sq GardensBritish Museum

Royal Festival Hall

Lincoln’s Inn Fields

Inner Temple 
Gardens

BFI IMAX

Whitehall 
Gardens

Leicester 
Square

Victoria Embankment 
Gardens

Bernie Spain Gardens

St Martin In the Fields

SOUTH BANK

RIVER THAMES

FITZROVIA

SHAFTESBURY AVENUE

DRURY LANE

OXFORD STREET

THE STRAND

WATERLOO BRIDGE

SOHO

COVENT GARDEN

HOLBORN

Somerset House

Cycle Super Highway

Southbank

5 minutes walk

10 minutes walk

PROPOSED MOVEMENT

BETTER CONNECTIONS
We want to create a better neighbourhood that effectively connects the area and enhances the accessibility of the various cultural, institutional and 
educational establishments in the area.

Following the establishment of the traffic framework for Strand Aldwych, the Place Shaping team at Westminster City Council carried out an Urban 
Design study of the area. This study set out the framework for future design work and set out guidelines to ensure that the new neighbourhood is well 
integrated with its surrounding area. This is represented in the graphic below.

Following the Vision for Aldwych, Northbank BID commissioned the analysis and assessment of seven traffic options put forward in the Vision. The traffic framework resulted from this piece of work and forms the basis of the concept for Strand 
Aldwych. For details, go to strandaldwych.org/#trafficframework. Westminster City Council carried out an urban design study for the area which set out the place strategy for the area. For details go to strandaldwych.org/#urbandesign

IMPROVE AIR QUALITY
Air quality will be addressed across the whole 
project area.  In some areas traffic will be reduced 
and in other areas the effects of traffic will be 
mitigated.  An air quality assessment of the concept 
proposals has highlighted focus areas for mitigation, 
as shown on the plan.  Working with our partners 
will also be key in addressing air quality to influence, 
lobby and explore opportunities for change.

This image shows the results of an air quality model 
based on traffic modelling of the proposed scheme 
in 2021.

Two-way operation reduces 
vehicle speeds Pedestrian crossing  

across Aldwych
Simplified crossing.  
Pedestrians can cross directly 
from one side to the other

Pedestrians can cross directly from one 
side to the other with extended footway

More space for 
pedestrians

Catherine 
Street exit 
only. Signalised 
pedestrian 
crossing over 
Catherine Street. 
Vehicle, pedestrian 
and cycle conflict 
removed

Two-way traffic. Existing merging 
and weaving issue removed

New public space is 
Pedestrian and Cycle zone 
with low vehicle numbers Public space provides 

safe crossing area for 
pedestrians

Traffic merging and 
weaving removed. Bus, 
taxi and access only

Existing traffic movement retained
New traffic movement introduced

Buses, cycles and taxis only

Pedestrian crossing  
across Aldwych

Route connecting LSE 
and King’s campuses to 
Temple and E-W Cycle 
Superhighway

Enhance pedestrian experience 
along the Aldwych to strengthen 
existing E-W connections

Strengthen pedestrian connections 
between Covent Garden, Strand 
Aldwych and Southbank

Create a public space 
at the heart of the 
Strand Aldwych area

Catherine Street

Drury Lane

Arundel Street

Surrey Street

pedestrian (single)- Alex Podolsky- noun project- 
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Following the establishment of the traffic framework, the Council led the development of the concept for Strand Aldwych. The design concept has resulted from extensive stakeholder engagement and 
working sessions to establish the ambition for the area. To read more about the development of the design concept for Strand Aldwych, go to strandaldwych.org/#endoffeasibility
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Raised lawn
Planted area
Activity Zone
Flexible Plaza
New crossings
Improved links
Pedestrian and 
cycle zone
Safety measures
Pocket square
Improved pedestrian 
crossing
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The design concept for Strand Aldwych has resulted from extensive stakeholder engagement and working sessions to establish the ambition for the area. Read more about the development of the design concept for Strand Aldwych, go to, strandaldwych.org/draftconcept

VIEW ALONG STRAND LOOKING EAST

VIEW ALONG ALDWYCH LOOKING EAST

Garden room

India Place pocket square

Highlights historic layout

Widened pedestrian pavement

Small gathering / resting spaces

Planted and seating areas

Pocket square

Improved crossings

Clusters of smaller trees

Social / event lawn

Sanctuary gardens

Flexible plaza

Collective dining

Spectator lawn

Splash pad / water feature

Outdoor learning zone

Bush House: Flexible plaza

Avenue of London plane  
trees maintained

Reading room
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FURTHER VIEW OF THE CONCEPT DESIGN
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The traffic concept for Strand Aldwych was developed by the project team alongside the development of the public realm. For further details of the traffic concept please go to strandaldwych.org/#endoffeasibility 
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Catherine Street / Aldwych Junction

New pedestrian crossings on Aldwych and Catherine
Street
Additional 201m² of pavement

New advanced cycle stop lines to avoid conflict with
turning vehicles
9 new cycle racks on new footway widening

New signalised junction at Catherine Street / Aldwych
Catherine Street becomes one way southbound from
Tavistock Street
New right turn movement from Catherine Street onto
Aldwych
Existing left turn movement from Catherine Street onto
Aldwych retained

Strand / Aldwych / Lancaster Place
Junction

Enhanced shorter and wider pedestrian
crossings
Additional 195m² of pavement

New advanced cycle stop lines
Improved connection between CS3** in
Victoria Embankment and Q1* on
Wellington Street via Savoy Street

New left turn from Aldwych to Waterloo
Bridge
New straight ahead movement from
Aldwych to Strand westbound
Existing movements retained with
two-way on Aldwych

Kingsway / Aldwych Junction

Upgraded pedestrian crossing to
replace the existing staggered
arrangement
Additional 90m² of pavement
Two trees removed outside Bush
House. Three new trees on Aldwych
and one new tree on Kingsway

New advanced cycle stop lines
16 new cycle racks on Kingsway
refuge island

Existing turning movements retained
New westbound movements onto
Aldwych
Dedicated right turn lane from
Aldywch to Kingsway
New southbound right turn from
Kingsway to Aldwych

Strand / Aldwych / Arundel Street
Junction

Upgraded pedestrian crossing
arrangement to replace the existing
staggered layout
Additional 280m² of pavement space
New advanced cycle stop lines
Bus, cycle and access only
permitted westbound one way onto
Strand / Melbourne Place.
New straight and right turn
movements permitted from Arundel
Street northbound onto Strand and
Aldwych
Bus, cycle and access only
permitted to Strand, west of the
junction

Strand East
Enhanced zebra crossings
Widened central refuge island to
stage pedestrian crossing and
improve safety
Additional 180m² of pavement
space
Public toilets retained
Bus, cycle, taxi and access only
permitted one way eastbound on
the north side of St Clement
Danes church.
New two way traffic south of St
Clement Danes church
Improved taxi rank north of St
Clement Danes church
U turn permitted from north of St
Clements Danes church to south

Melbourne Place / Aldwych
Junction

New pedestrian crossing on
Aldwych and Melbourne Place
Additional 175m² of pavement
New advanced cycle stop lines
13 new cycle racks on Aldwych
New signalised junction at
Melbourne Place / Aldwych
Melbourne Place becomes bus,
cycle and access only
New left turn movement from
Melbourne Place onto Aldwych

Aldwych / St Clement Danes
Junction

New courtesy pedestrian
crossing with raised table
Additional 282m² of pavement
Bus, cycle taxi and access only
permitted one way eastbound
on the north side of St Clement
Danes church.
Bus, cycle, taxi and access
only permitted eastbound on
the north side of St Clement
Danes church.

Surrey Street / Strand East
Additional 620m² pavement space
Existing cycle hire station and public
toilets retained
Bus, cycle and access only
permitted westbound onto Strand
from the Strand / Aldwych /Arundel
junction
Contra-flow cycle lane south bound
on Surrey Street
Surrey Street becomes one way
northbound with contra-flow cycle
lane
Bus, cycle and access only
permitted westbound onto Strand
from the Strand / Aldwych /Arundel
junction

Strand - New Public Space
Additional 4278m² of pavement
(Public Realm) space
Additional 1314m² of green space
Bollards to protect the new
pedestrian zone
New pedestrian and cycle zone
Access only permitted for loading
and residents

Drury Lane / Aldwych
Junction

No changes to existing
traffic movements
Right turn prohibited from
Aldwych westbound onto
Drury Lane

       KEY

EXISTING PAVEMENT

PROPOSED
PAVEMENT
CARRIAGEWAY
COLOURED
CARRIAGEWAY

PROPOSED GREEN
AREAS
(LAWN / PLANTING)

EXISTING BUILDING

GENERAL SURFACE
AREA /
PRIVATELY OWNED
AREA
PROPOSED KERB
LINES
YELLOW ROAD
MARKING
WHITE ROAD
MARKING

RAISED
CARRIAGEWAY RAMP

EXISTING TREE

NEW TREE

PROPOSED CYCLE
RACK
PROPOSED BUS
SHELTER
BUS STOP

SHARED SPACE -
ACCESS ONLY
PERMITTED FOR
LOADING AND
RESIDENTS

TO BE REMOVED

SHELTER

Annotations

Pedestrian / Public Realm Improvements

Cycling improvements

Traffic / bus improvements

1. This plan is for consultation purposes only.
2. Bus stops shown indicatively. Confirmation of bus
stop arrangements subject to TfL public consultation
* Q1 refers to cycle route Quiteway 1
** CS3 refers to cycle route Cycle Superhighway 3
© Crown copyright (WCC)(LA 100019597)
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NEXT STEPS
Following the consultation, all the feedback we receive will be analysed. 
We will use this feedback to help develop more detailed designs.  
We will produce final designs for further consultation in late 2019  
before any work begins. 

Subject to consultation responses and subsequent decisions by the 
council, work could start in 2020. Updates on the project will  
be provided at www.strandaldwych.org

The concept for Strand Aldwych has been a result of strong collaboration and ideas exchange with stakeholders in the area. As the project team begins to work on future stages of design, 
feedback from the consultation and future working sessions will continue to help shape the project. To follow future development stages of the project, please go to strandaldwych.org 

VIEW ALONG STRAND LOOKING WEST VIEW ALONG ALDWYCH LOOKING WEST

GET INVOLVED
We want to know what you think of our draft design concepts for the Strand 
Aldwych area. We are keen to hear from all residents, students, businesses, venues, 
organisations and community groups with a stake in its future. There are several 
ways you can give your feedback: 

•	 tell us your views online at, www.strandaldwych.org

•	email your comments to strandaldwych@westminster.gov.uk

•	 come to one of our consultation events and tell our team what you think
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